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Happy New Year!


“I said to the man at the gate of the year, “Give me a light that I might walk safely into the unknown”. And he replied, “Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. It will be to you better than any light and safer than any known way.”            
Author Unknown
Our Mission

The following statements capture the essence of what we are about as a congregation. May they inspire us as we plan and work throughout this new year. 

Outreach

Local

To reach every person in the Sylvania area with the love of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Global

To partner with the global Christian community in fulfilling the Great Commission.

Community
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To be a healthy, joyful and welcoming community of servants actively providing practical and spiritual care and encouragement to one another.
Spiritual Growth

To provide effective and systematic training for spiritual growth and ministries so that every member continues to develop toward greater maturity as a follower of Jesus Christ.
Worship
To provide a compelling weekly worship service through music, message, communion, Scripture, prayer and other means that will attract a growing number of people seeking the presence of God.

Family Carnival
Date: Saturday, January 31, 2009

Time   1-4:00 p.m.
Place: McCord Rd. Christian Church

Cost:  Donations accepted

Featuring: Gospel Presentation, carnival games, prizes, cake walk, Pie-In-The-Face booth, food for purchase, face painting and more!

Family Event - Parents and children are invited to attend together!

Outreach Event - Who can you invite from your class, sports team, neighborhood? This event is a fun way for people to hear the Good News and learn about God’s love for them. Be in prayer TODAY, asking God who He would like you to invite to the Family Carnival!

Service Event - Teens and adults are needed to help: Run a game, bake a cake, set up, clean up, serve food, cook food, etc. Please call the church to sign up. It’s a fun place to serve!

E-mail (Becky@mrcc.cc) or call Becky Levison (419-882-6703) to join the team!
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McCORD ROAD                        CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(Disciples of Christ)

4765 McCord Rd.

Sylvania, Ohio 43560
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ELDERS

1/4      8:15 P  J.Ballmer                   8:15    M.Fitkin
           9:30                                      11:00     
1/11  8:15P     S.Superits                   8:15    K.France  

           9:30     R.Visser                    11:00    S.Superits 

1/18    8:15P   T.DeWitt                    8:15    J.Ballmer
           9:30     J.Mizerek                 11:00     T.Dewitt
1/25    8:15P   P.Wurster                   8:15     E.McConnell
           9:30     M.Giacci                   11:00   

USHERS

1/4
8:15 Head: Mike DeYarman


8:15 Joe Snyder, Joe Giacci

9:30 Head: Keith Duhaime


9:30 Greg Haselhuhn, Cliff Canales


        Terry Ng, Don Bondy

            11:00  Head: Neal Applin

            11:00   Mike Burke, Jim Bassett

1/11         8:15 Head: Terry Ng

              8:15:  Joe Snyder, Mike DeYarman

              9:30: Head Greg Haselhuhn

               9:30  Mike Burke, Keith Duhaime


        Don Bondy, Joe Giacci  

            11:00: Head: Jim Bassett

            11:00   Neal Applin, Cliff Canales

1/18
8:15 Head: Joe Giacci

8:15  Don Bondy, Mike DeYarman


9:30 Head: Cliff Canales


9:30  Greg HAselhuhn, Terry Ng


         Mike Burke, Keith Duhaime

             11:00  Head: Joe Snyder

             11:00  Jim Bassett, Neal Applin

1/25         8:15 Head: Don Bondy


8:15  Mike DeYarman, Joe Snyder


9:30 Head: Mike Burke


9:30  Keith Duhaime, Cliff Canales


        Greg Haselhuhn, Joe Giacci

              11:005 Head: Neal Applin

              11:00  Jim Bassett, Terry Ng


        Tom Dawson, Joe Snyder

DEACONESS

1/4       8:15 & 9:30  C.Canham      11:00 Becky Gundy
1/11     8:15 & 9:30  C.Canham      11:00 K.Edinger
1/18     8:15 & 9:30  C.Canham      11:00 J.Duhaime
1/25     8:15 & 9:30  C.Canham      11:00 J.Duhaime
NURSERY
1/4
8:15 NURSERY

B.Clawson

9:30  INFANT

C.Fisher

9:30  TODDLER
 
S.White/H.Malak

9:30 PRESCHOOL

Vandergrifts 

11:00 TODDLER

Veronica V.

11:00 PRESCHOOL
E.Peterson
1/11
8:15 NURSERY

B.Clawson

9:30  INFANT

G.Hiltner

9:30  TODDLER
 
S.White/H.Malak


9:30 PRESCHOOL

Vandergrifts

11:00 TODDLER

N.Martinez

11:00 PRESCHOOL
T.DeWitt
1/18
8:15 NURSERY

B.Clawson

9:30  INFANT

C.Wagenhauser

9:30  TODDLER
 
S.White/H.Malak


9:30 PRESCHOOL

Vandergrifts

11:00 TODDLER

M.Clawson

11:00 PRESCHOOL
J.Weinman
1/25
8:15 NURSERY

B.Clawson

9:30  INFANT

D.Leonard

9:30  TODDLER
 
S.White/H.Malak

9:30 PRESCHOOL

Vandergrifts

11:00 TODDLER

P.Houttekier

11:00 PRESCHOOL
J.Knapp
GREETERS

1/4
8:15
John & Donna Cantello

9:30
Ed & Donna McConnell

11:00 
Tom & Pam Dawson

1/11
8:15
Steve & Barby Smith

9:30
Don & Peggy Bondy, Jeff & Julie Kinzel

11:00      John & Laura Guitteau
1/18
8:15
Tom & Annette Baker

9:30
Keith Walker, Richard Maneval

11:00
Gary & Susan Micsko
1/25
8:15
Sally Davison & Lois Ziegler

9:30        Christy Wagner & Kathy Didion

11:00      John & Donna Cantello
PROJECTOR OPERATOR

1/4  8:15  T.Lee         9:30  C.Clair         11:00 R. Estep
1/11 8:15 J.France     9:30  R.Maroney   11:00 K.Fisher
1/18 8:15  M.Sattler   9:30  T.Canham    11:00 C.Clair
1/25 8:15 M.Sattler    9:30  T.Snyder      11:00 T.Estep
From the President…

It’s hard to believe that another year has come and gone.  During that time we have experienced a great deal of excitement at The Road.  Beyond the obvious (the completion and use of our beautiful new expansion and the progress of the multi-purpose room, kitchen and prayer room), we have developed a significant number of new ministries.  Many people have shared their gifts in small group ministries and outreach opportunities.  During last fall’s very successful Make a Difference Day, the great majority of The Road helped to spread God’s love by making a difference in the community through their hands on efforts in a number of projects.


This year can be even more exciting and rewarding.  We will have many opportunities to open up to the community through the use of our beautiful new multi-purpose room.  There will continue to be many opportunities to grow in your relationship with Christ.  Taking advantage of these opportunities is a personal decision.  Many people develop goals at the beginning of a year to improve themselves in various areas.  I feel that this is extremely important.  However, just as important is opening yourself up to leadings of God.  Planning is important---but more important is responding to God’s voice (when you feel that urge to volunteer, contribute and participate).


Something that really brought this to light for me was witnessing the recent baptism of one of our newest members, Erica Rivera.  Prior to her baptism, Erica presented an incredibly brave and inspiring video testimony.  Erica spoke of the many challenges that she faced growing up in Texas, including abandonment by her father.  She faced numerous challenges and attempted to fill the emptiness with many things that were not good.  This story is not unique, but her willingness to share it is inspiring to those who are blessed to here it.  


Erica stated, that as an adolescent, she lived with a number of family members.  She did not have a strong relationship with Jesus Christ.  Erica and her husband have both served their country while in the armed forces.  They recently moved to Sylvania (where her husband is stationed in a local recruiting office).  She came in contact with MRCC by performing an internet search for a church that she could take her young daughter to.  Although they have no family in Ohio, they have been welcomed by many at MRCC.  Erica has felt the love a Christian family and her life will never be the same.  I feel that she has already changed the lives of others that have heard her story.  

DOLLARS AND SENSE

November 2008 Financial Recap

General Fund Cash Balance

 $32,382
   (Nov. 2007 balance = $70,009)

General Fund Giving

           $627,855

   (Nov. 2007 ytd giving $615,448)

General Fund Expenses
           $659,528
   (Budget to date $717,124)

Net Operating Deficit

           ($31,673)

Year-to-date giving is still 2% over 2007.  While we did not reach our projected giving for November, we did improve our cash balance by $17,000.  
December General Giving so far:

$9,866 (12/7); $10,000 (12/14).  The projection for December giving is $95,540; Dec. 2007 giving was $64,460.

We continue to under spend our budget and take steps to control spending where possible.

Building Fund 

2008 Giving
                   
          $391,010

  (2008 Pledge = $646,899 – 60% received)

December-to-date Giving

$61,957

  2008 Expense

           $577,717

Thanks to the congregation for approving our 2009 budget.

ENVELOPES:  2009 contribution envelopes will be available in the Narthex for the next few weeks.  The envelopes do not have assigned numbers, so feel free to pick up a packet.
If you have any questions or comments regarding the church finances, please feel free to contact Karen Urbanik at Karen.urb@sev.org or 419-882-7599.


ALTAR FLOWERS 2009

Please honor birthdays, anniversaries or memorialize someone with a beautiful, token bouquet for our altar.  They are just $15 and you may get your bouquet after ANY service.  2009 sign up sheets are now on a narthex table.  Contact Christy Wagner at (419) 491-0888 or at dust-free@msn.com
PRAY! PRAY! PRAY!

Our search team is hard at work reviewing résumé’s and candidates for the Youth Minister position. Please continue to pray earnestly for the right person in this position. Joe Giacci is chair for the youth team. Let him know if you might know of a good candidate.
Let’s Get Our Story Out!!

We have a great story to tell here at “the Road”. In order to raise of level of community awareness, we are attempting to get more attention in the number of media outlets.


If you can write articles for distribution to the local media, we need your help. Other opportunities exist for mailing campaigns, graphic designs and community activities such as the Sylvania Fall Festival.


Please consider joining the PR committee. For more information, contact the office of Jim Hiltner at 419-350-4133.
News of our Church Family
We want to know what's going on in your life! Look for all the news on the big bulletin board in the coffee serving area. Please bring posters, flyers, or notices of any community activities you or your family is participating in such as plays, recitals, concerts, shows, pageants, water ballet, etc. Just use the pushpins on the board and tack 'em up!
January TeeNews

IGNITE (7th and 8th grade) will resume on Tuesday, January 13. 
SURGE (High School) will resume on Wednesday, January 14.
Students ‘N Leadership (SNL)

SNL 1 – For those who would like to become a Christian leader here at the church, in their school or community. We will be studying several books of the Bible as well as doing a Bible study entitled, Jesus on Leadership: Becoming a Servant Leader. Please email Missy at missy@mrcc.cc if you would like to join. We will be meeting alternating Mondays from 6:30-8 p.m. starting on January 12. 

SNL 2 – For those who have completed SNL 1. We will be reading The Case for Faith by Lee Strobel. If you have not picked up your book, see Missy. We will be meeting alternating Mondays from 6:30-8 p.m. starting on January 5. 

Broomball Night
End of January or the beginning of February, we will be having a broomball night for both the Junior and Senior High. It will be a full night event, starting at about 8 p.m. with pizza, pop and games, followed by a special speaker and then BROOMBALL at Tam-O. Keep your eyes peeled for more information. Questions, see Missy. 

Acquire the Fire – February 13 & 14

This year, both the Junior and Senior High will be attending the Acquire the Fire conference up at the Palace of Auburn Hills on Friday, February 13 and Saturday, February 14. Cost will be between $100 and $150, but will include their ticket, food, and transportation. Sign up in the Studio and see Missy with questions. 

World Haven

The Road’s Persecuted Church

Information, Prayer, & Project Group


Our first meeting was held on November 16!  We learned about Eritrea, a nation in NE Africa known for persecution of Christians.  We prayed for 4 Eritrean Christian men who are in prison ONLY because they believe in Jesus.  We also prayed for their families, who are left without husbands & fathers.  Our missionary focus was Jasin Mihlbauer, a missionary to an Islamic country.


Our project was to write letters to the 4 prisoners from Eritrea.  It was such a little effort on our part, but the potential for encouragement and early release is great.  


We would like to invite you to attend our next meeting on Sunday, January 25, 2009 from 6 – 7:30 pm.  (We start and end on time!)  The goals and format of the meeting will remain: information, prayer, and a project.  There is no need to prepare anything ahead of time.   Come see the Holy Spirit transform your heart!  


Children of appropriate ages are welcome to attend.  Please contact Sharon Clark, John France, or Stacey Rees with questions.


Missions Trips - 2009
 
Missions Trips are great ways to get involved in some of the exciting work God is doing in the world today through His people. This summer we are planning trips to West Virginia and Mexico. We seek to keep costs down by subsidizing those who go as missionaries from our congregation. Please call the trip coordinators if you have any questions. 
July 12th -18th
Whole families as well as individuals are invited to join us in Richmond, West Virginia as we seek to share the Gospel and offer practical help to families in need. Check out more information at http://www.worldservants.org or call Jeff Ballmer 419-794-7777
July 18th - 25th 
Help build "Refuge Ranch" in Mexico, a home for 48 abandoned children. This is part of Fishers of Men Ministries led by Julie Zaragoza who recently spoke at our church services. Contact Lorraine Kenter: 419-882--8086.
Fall ‘09
Fishers of Men also conduct Medical Missions Trips into some of the poorest areas in Mexico. Those with medical skills or able to cut hair, are invited to join a team. Contact Lorraine Kenter: 419-882--8086.
More information on all these trips is available. Make a commitment today to participate in 2009. You will not regret it.
 Women’s Connection West 


Live Your Dreams on Friday, January 9, 2009, at The Sylvania Country Club, 5201 Corey Rd., Sylvania from 11:15 am -1:30 pm. Rêvé Salon and Spa will demonstrate how to “follow your dreams” and Jim & Rita Stewart will sing and share “Secrets to Lasting Wealth.” Cost is $14, all inclusive. A complimentary nursery is available. For Reservations, call Jeannine at 419-841-9653 by Monday, January 5.
THE LOVE DARE


In the movie Fireproof, Capt. Caleb Holt will brave a burning building to rescue a stranger, but is he about to leave his marriage without even a fight? What are you prepared to do to strengthen your marriage? 


We invite couples to take the Love Dare at MRCC this winter by participating in one, two, or even three activities that will enrich your marriage and strengthen it where it might be struggling.

1. Attend a movie night at MRCC on Saturday, Feb  

    7th at 7:00 pm. Enjoy the movie Fireproof  with 
    other couples. 

2. Read the book: The Love Dare. 

3. Join one of the small groups meeting after the movie to discuss important issues related to a strong marriage.


Plan now to participate this February & March in an opportunity to enrich your marriage. It’s going to be fun!  

McCord Road Christian Church Identity Guidelines
We hope to improve our visibility in the community and make it easier for your friends and relatives to recognize our church as you invite them to worship services and events.  One way to make the connection with our printed materials, is to have some consistent images.  Therefore, we, the PR Committee, are asking you to support the following two standards when preparing information for print.


We frequently include The Road when referring to McCord Road Christian Church.  The committee has agreed to use The Road with initial caps, bold and italic. Laura will proof all copy that comes across her desk for bulletins, newsletters, etc. Please be aware as you prepare copy for MRCC activities within our congregation and also anything written or printed for hand out to the community.


Also, the church logo is available in computer file format from the church office.  Both .pdf and .tif files are available.  Contact Laura at the office to for a CD or e-mail of the logo designs.

Upcoming Meetings…
Sun.   Dec. 11   7:00am    Elders Meeting

Wed.  Jan.28     7:00pm   Council Meeting-All are 

                                          invited!

With Sympathy
Our sympathy, prayers and love extend to those who have lost loved ones this past month. 

To Gene Rider, Laura Guitteau & Lisa Clair and their families upon the loss of  their wife/mother  Sharon.

“Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.”

II Corinthians 5:1

Baptisms: 

Congratulations to Erica Rivera upon her commitment to Christ in the waters of baptism this past month. Let’s support her with our encouragement and prayers.

Congratulations…

To Eric & Peggy Manning upon the birth of daughter Corinne.
NEW MEMBERS…
Cynthia & Michael Wagenhauser

Anna, Chloe, Christian

2346 Fawn Hollow

Toledo, OH 43617

419-843-9001
Margo Makras
6067 Apple Meadow

Sylvania, OH 43560

419-283-2231
Ryan Kear
3045 Residence Dr. #3109C

Toledo, OH 43606

New Facility Rental Rates

& Policies

The Building and Grounds Committee wants to take a few minutes of your time to clarify the policy about the use of the fellowship hall for a personal use or a family event like a Birthday, Anniversary, Baby or Wedding Shower.   Please contact the office to reserve the room and complete the necessary paperwork so we can adequately plan and reserve the room for you.   

We have reviewed our policy in order to use our janitorial, heat, air conditioning and electrical resources wisely.  We hope our facility will be a blessing to all and that we can continue to use it in ways that glorifies God and honors one another.  We have reviewed the rates charged by other churches in the area and we are very much in line with what others are doing and we seek only to break even, not to make rent of the rooms into a profit-making venture.  A deposit is required at time of reservation. 
Fee Schedule:
Fellowship Hall  (showers, parties, etc.)           $ 50

Sanctuary




  $100

Weddings




  $100

Kitchen                                            additional  $ 50

Sound Tech                                                       $ 50

Policy:

1. Renter must have an association with a member who must be present and is responsible for opening and closing the building and removing garbage to the dumpster. (Member is anyone who is a regular attendee of MRCC.)

2. All current users are grandfathered.

3. Any renter who will be making money with their event will be charged the fees.

4. No church tables or chairs are to be removed from church property

ALL FEES AND POLICIES ARE IN EFFECT AS OF JANUARY 1, 2009.
Please contact the Building & Grounds Committee with questions.

Thank You…

“Thank you to all the performers, stage managers, set designers, costume designers, parent helpers, assistant directors, sound technicians, and Amy Bostwick, the director of the children's musical!  The performance was wonderful!!  We all enjoyed the message and the music of "Once Upon A Starry Night".                                                 Becky Levison

“Dear Pastor Wiegand and Members of MRCC,


On behalf of the Pregnancy Center I want to thank you and your congregation for their participation in the “Change for Life” baby bottle campaign.


Your church collected a total of $682.82 that will help us in assisting young men and women in a crisis pregnancy and in helping the life of the unborn. 


The Pregnancy Center has been blessed through wonderful friends like you. Your faithfulness over the years is greatly appreciated.


God bless you and your church and thank you again.              Jean McGreevy , Volunteer Counselor

Diane Green and family want to thank all those members who called, sent cards and brought delicious food to our home when she was recovering from health issues. We thank God for the pastors and members of McCord Road Church. They are truly Disciples of Christ!

�											
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Newcomer Luncheon


Sun. Jan. 18th at 12:30 p.m. in the


Fellowship Hall.


Meet the pastors and learn more about The Road. Sign up in the lobby.





STAFF:


Andrew Wiegand & Trevor Steele,     OFFICE PHONE:  419-882-6703


         Pastors	                                        FAX NUMBER:    419-824-9791


Becky Levison, Children’s	                � HYPERLINK "mailto:E-mail" ��E-mail� –     � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@mrcc.cc" ��office@mrcc.cc�  


         Minister	                                        Web Site – � HYPERLINK "http://www.mrcc.cc" ��www.visittheroad.org�


Missy Bondy, Interim Youth Director                    


Matthew Owens,  Worship Minister         


Jeff Silliman, Exec. Administrator       SUNDAY WORSHIP: 8:15/9:30/11:00 am 


Peggy Bondy, Special                           SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:30 am


    Projects/Volunteer Coord.                         


Val Krueger, Assistant  Special      


    Projects/Volunteer Coord.                                                                                                                            


Laura Lagger, Secretary                      


Becky Clawson, Nursery   


Bill Pfotenhauer, Facilities Manager                                                                                                             





	 


 





                                                                         


	                                                                 


	








NON-PROFIT


Sylvania, Ohio


 PERMIT #99�





Deadline for February’s


 newsletter is


Sunday, Jan.18th.


Please note this in your calendar. Thank you!  Laura




















ATTENDANCE





DATE	       TOTAL ATTENDANCE  


Dec. 7			519


Dec. 14		502


Dec. 21		461


Dec. 24		657 (Christmas Eve)


Dec. 28





Sermon Tapes Available


CD’s are available at the Book Table each Sunday after the services. If you would like to request a CD, please call the church office. (Donations appreciated – drop in offering plate.) Sermons are also available online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.visittheroad.org" ��www.visittheroad.org�. 





Offering Envelopes


If you would like offering envelopes, please contact Karen Urbanik (419) 882-7599. 





Direct Deposit


Do you prefer to make contributions automatically from your checking account?  We now have the ability to set up automatic payments of contributions through the bank (ACH debit).  If you are interested in this capability, contact Karen Urbanik (419-882-7599) or Peggy Bondy (419-882-4394)  The form is simple; only a cancelled check and some basic information are needed.








January Volunteer Schedule





CHECK OUT  THE SMALL GROUPS PAGES FOR INFORMATION ON WINTER CLASSES!!





Discover the Church


Sun., Feb. 8th


6:00 – 8:30 p.m.


Sign up in the lobby.





Suppers of Seven for our adult singles and couples are times of relaxed and informal visiting shared around a potluck meal in each other's homes. Groups consist of different guests each rotation and might be as small as five or as large as ten.  There is no program or study, just casual conversation, great food, and good fellowship.  After eight years of organizing these small groups, our prayer continues to be that God will bless and blend our personalities and our conversations so that His love and caring is felt by all present . . . and so that we might recognize and greet a few more folks at MRCC on Sunday mornings!


	Consider being part of these Suppers this year.  More detailed information about sign-ups in February will be in the next newsletter.   In the meantime, if you have any additional questions Paula Ballmer (419-794-7777) or Grace Silliman (419-885-7796).











